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Abstract: In the context of the deep integration of high-quality development of vocational education and industrial
transformation and upgrading, the core mission of higher vocational education has shifted from “skills impartation”
to “competence cultivation”. Cultivating high-quality technical and skilled talents with professional core
competencies has become the core goal of higher vocational colleges. The professional core competencies of higher
vocational students are essential qualities and key abilities for students to adapt to career development and achieve
lifelong growth. They cover core dimensions such as professional ethics, professional awareness, professional skills,
professional behavior, and innovation ability, and serve as a crucial link between higher vocational education and
enterprise job demands. Currently, in the process of cultivating professional core competencies, higher vocational
colleges in China still face issues such as deviations in cultivation concepts, disconnected curriculum systems,
insufficient classroom integration, single cultivation paths, and imperfect evaluation mechanisms. These issues lead
to a gap between students’ professional core competencies and enterprise job demands, restricting the improvement
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of talent cultivation quality in higher vocational education. This paper combines the characteristics of higher
vocational education and industry development needs to define the core connotation and constituent elements of
professional core competencies of higher vocational students, analyze the current status and prominent problems of
cultivation work, explore scientific and feasible cultivation paths for professional core competencies, and focus on
classroom integration strategies. It verifies the effectiveness of cultivation through practical cases, provides reference
ideas and methods for higher vocational colleges to carry out professional core competency cultivation work, and
helps higher vocational colleges achieve the educational goal of “combining moral and technical education, and
integrating learning and working”, cultivating more high-quality technical and skilled talents that meet the needs of
industrial development.
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